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ever, on that account be ruled out as impracticable. Strive
to attain it we must, facing the obstacles in our way with
better knowledge and experience than were available to the
League and its committees. Whether Horace had a premoni-
tion of the horrors of atomic bombs we do not know, but he
has left behind a saying that has a prophetic ring to-day when
the world has just recovered or rather not yet recovered,
from the nightmare of the abominable missiles that rained
down on earth during the last six years. It is, as he put it,
a scholar's duty to go on thinking "even when thunderbolts
rain down from the sky. "
If the previous attempt failed, it was because the states-
men and other men of action of the da}' continued to move
in the pre-war groove and because rnen of eminence in the
world of thought failed to assert themselves and to demand
that the old outlook and habits should be abandoned in the
light of altered conditions. They failed on the last occasion;
if they fail again, the world will have nothing to look for-
ward to, save destruction. At no time in the history of hu-
man evolution were the thinkers and teachers of the world
under so great an obligation as they are to-day to combine
and make a world-wide effort to give a new orientation to
the life of the people of the world and their national systems
of education. How to make them feel the touch of the
rekindled spirit of internationalism, how to make them
regard human solidarity as the established principle of the
life of each country and to teach old and young alike in
every highway and byway throughout the world to accept
international co-operation in every sphere of human activity
as the normal method of conducting the affairs of the world
is the all-important problem demanding immediate attention
and constructive co-ordinated effort of the pillars of intellect-
ual life in all countries. But their obligation does not cease
there, as appears to have been assumed in the days of the
League of Nations. Nor does it end with their co-operation
with statesmen in the sphere of practical affairs. It is also
their mission to oppose and denounce, and to ask their
followers to denounce and dethrone, rnen in authority who do
anything antagonistic to the spirit of internationalism.or der-
ogatory to human dignity, human decency and human justice.